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0
00:00:00.115 --> 00:00:03.685
Okay, welcome back

1
00:00:03.785 --> 00:00:06.485
to our ATAR notes January lecture series.

2
00:00:06.745 --> 00:00:08.965
My name is Maddie and I am so excited

3
00:00:08.985 --> 00:00:11.205
to be bringing you today's session on how

4
00:00:11.205 --> 00:00:13.125
to write the perfect essay.

5
00:00:14.615 --> 00:00:17.235
I'm a little bit, uh, intrigued to see

6
00:00:17.305 --> 00:00:20.155
what people's reactions are going to be to this session.

7
00:00:20.515 --> 00:00:24.155
I think that, uh, it is a topic that I am really going

8
00:00:24.155 --> 00:00:25.235
to enjoy talking about,

9
00:00:25.295 --> 00:00:27.395
but I know that writing essays is not something

10
00:00:27.395 --> 00:00:28.875
that everyone enjoys.

11
00:00:28.955 --> 00:00:31.235
I know I am the exception and definitely not the rule.

12
00:00:31.575 --> 00:00:33.755
Um, but I'm so excited that you have decided

13
00:00:33.755 --> 00:00:34.795
to join us today.

14
00:00:35.375 --> 00:00:39.075
Before we get into anything about our topic, I wanted

15
00:00:39.075 --> 00:00:41.115
to introduce you guys to ATAR notes

16
00:00:41.375 --> 00:00:43.555
and let you know a little bit about what we're offering

17
00:00:43.655 --> 00:00:45.715
for students in the year ahead.

18
00:00:46.975 --> 00:00:50.755
So, ATAR Notes is a full of free resources

19
00:00:50.855 --> 00:00:52.275
for all kinds of students.

20
00:00:52.615 --> 00:00:55.795
If you are new to our services, I'd like to say welcome.

21
00:00:56.005 --> 00:00:57.595
Thank you so much for joining us.

22
00:00:57.645 --> 00:00:59.115
We're really excited that you're here.

23
00:00:59.625 --> 00:01:03.955
over@atarnotes.com, we offer a huge range of study resources

24
00:01:03.955 --> 00:01:06.595
for students to help them achieve their goals.

25
00:01:07.045 --> 00:01:09.395
These are discussions including online q

26
00:01:09.395 --> 00:01:12.795
and as, articles, uh, lectures, ATAR calculators

27
00:01:13.255 --> 00:01:15.555
and newsletters, videos, even study notes.

28
00:01:16.525 --> 00:01:20.075
There is so much to enjoy, so many useful things

29
00:01:20.455 --> 00:01:22.355
to help you improve in your studies.

30
00:01:22.695 --> 00:01:24.795
So if you are interested in any of those things

31
00:01:24.855 --> 00:01:27.515
or perhaps just finding out a little bit more about ATAR

32
00:01:27.515 --> 00:01:29.315
notes, then please feel free to head

33
00:01:29.315 --> 00:01:32.795
to atar notes.com/register to find out more.

34
00:01:33.695 --> 00:01:35.835
But if you're looking to dig in a little bit deeper,

35
00:01:36.455 --> 00:01:39.475
if there are some certain resources that you might've heard

36
00:01:39.505 --> 00:01:42.675
that we have that you would like to enjoy, then we'd love

37
00:01:42.675 --> 00:01:44.555
to introduce you to ATAR notes.

38
00:01:44.705 --> 00:01:47.995
Plus this is a paid, uh, study, uh,

39
00:01:48.315 --> 00:01:50.715
resource database filled with thousands

40
00:01:50.735 --> 00:01:53.915
of different study resources that have been compiled

41
00:01:54.695 --> 00:01:56.685
throughout our history as educators.

42
00:01:56.935 --> 00:01:59.405
There are study guides for different subjects,

43
00:01:59.865 --> 00:02:01.125
all kinds of subjects.

44
00:02:01.295 --> 00:02:03.725
There are practice papers, there are worksheets,

45
00:02:03.725 --> 00:02:06.045
there are text guides, there are flashcards.

46
00:02:06.095 --> 00:02:07.965
There is something for everyone.

47
00:02:08.065 --> 00:02:10.765
So if you're interested in finding out more about ATAR Notes

48
00:02:10.795 --> 00:02:13.685
Plus or you would like to participate, then again head

49
00:02:13.685 --> 00:02:16.805
to atar notes.com and you can find out more

50
00:02:16.805 --> 00:02:18.925
and perhaps register for ATAR notes.

51
00:02:19.075 --> 00:02:22.985
Plus now there is a lot that we are going to get

52
00:02:22.985 --> 00:02:24.385
through in our session today.

53
00:02:24.445 --> 00:02:25.945
So I think it's only fair that we are going

54
00:02:25.945 --> 00:02:28.745
to spend a little bit of time at the beginning to warm up

55
00:02:28.745 --> 00:02:31.425
and get ourselves situated with the topic that we are going

56
00:02:31.425 --> 00:02:34.345
to be discussing, which is essay writing comma.

57
00:02:34.345 --> 00:02:36.785
Perfect. And we are going to be looking at

58
00:02:36.815 --> 00:02:38.825
what we're gonna be covering in our session today.

59
00:02:39.295 --> 00:02:40.985
I'll introduce yourself, uh, you guys

60
00:02:41.085 --> 00:02:42.865
to me since I'm the one that's going

61
00:02:42.865 --> 00:02:44.945
to be talking at you for the next hour.

62
00:02:45.365 --> 00:02:47.705
And then we are gonna spend a little bit of time warming up

63
00:02:47.705 --> 00:02:50.905
and getting you guys to think about how you approach essays

64
00:02:51.125 --> 00:02:53.385
and what you think is important to include within them.

65
00:02:54.565 --> 00:02:56.745
So what are we going to be completing?

66
00:02:56.745 --> 00:02:57.865
What are today's tasks?

67
00:02:58.375 --> 00:02:59.605
Well, as I mentioned

68
00:02:59.605 --> 00:03:00.645
before, we'll have a little bit

69
00:03:00.645 --> 00:03:01.965
of an introduction and a warmup.

70
00:03:02.195 --> 00:03:04.125
Then we're gonna be talking about the golden

71
00:03:04.195 --> 00:03:05.605
element of an essay.

72
00:03:05.705 --> 00:03:06.845
And I'm sure that many

73
00:03:06.845 --> 00:03:08.565
of you guys already know what this is.

74
00:03:08.945 --> 00:03:10.925
If not, I'll let the suspense build.

75
00:03:11.275 --> 00:03:13.005
Then we're gonna unpack our structure,

76
00:03:13.115 --> 00:03:16.205
look at some common essay mistakes, then have a little bit

77
00:03:16.205 --> 00:03:19.005
of a look behind the curtain at a top scoring example,

78
00:03:19.385 --> 00:03:22.565
and then look at some top tips for exam room writing.

79
00:03:23.945 --> 00:03:27.605
Now, make sure you guys have a water bottle with you,

80
00:03:27.605 --> 00:03:28.605
perhaps a little snack.

81
00:03:28.765 --> 00:03:31.245
I am going to be sipping on my water bottle throughout our

82
00:03:31.245 --> 00:03:35.405
session today Just

83
00:03:35.465 --> 00:03:38.605
so we can have the most possible fun together.

84
00:03:39.825 --> 00:03:42.605
All right. As I mentioned earlier, it's only fair

85
00:03:42.605 --> 00:03:43.765
that I introduce myself.

86
00:03:44.065 --> 00:03:46.125
So, hello. Hi, my name is Maddie.

87
00:03:46.385 --> 00:03:49.165
Uh, I graduated from Brisbane Girls Grammar School in

88
00:03:49.165 --> 00:03:51.285
Queensland all the way back in 2020, which means

89
00:03:51.285 --> 00:03:52.605
that it's been over three years

90
00:03:53.135 --> 00:03:54.645
since I graduated high school.

91
00:03:54.825 --> 00:03:56.725
And I'm not actually interested in talking about

92
00:03:56.725 --> 00:03:59.605
that particular fact, but that's okay.

93
00:03:59.985 --> 00:04:03.725
Uh, I graduated with an ATAR of 97.65.

94
00:04:04.265 --> 00:04:06.925
My favorite subjects in school were undoubtedly

95
00:04:06.955 --> 00:04:08.725
English, literature and modern history.

96
00:04:08.865 --> 00:04:11.885
All subjects that involved writing many essays.

97
00:04:11.945 --> 00:04:15.205
So I am excited to be talking to you, uh, about that today.

98
00:04:15.585 --> 00:04:18.605
My love of essay writing alongside English-based subjects

99
00:04:18.605 --> 00:04:20.645
brought me to what I'm studying currently.

100
00:04:20.905 --> 00:04:23.165
So I'm doing a double degree in communications

101
00:04:23.385 --> 00:04:25.325
and arts at the University of Queensland,

102
00:04:25.665 --> 00:04:28.165
and I'm majoring in International Relations and Peace

103
00:04:28.165 --> 00:04:30.005
and conflict studies with my arts degree.

104
00:04:30.465 --> 00:04:32.605
I'm hoping to go into the public service with that.

105
00:04:33.455 --> 00:04:35.505
I've been tutoring and lecturing high school students

106
00:04:35.565 --> 00:04:36.865
for the past three years.

107
00:04:36.935 --> 00:04:38.865
It's something that I've become quite passionate about.

108
00:04:38.885 --> 00:04:40.745
So I'm super excited to be here with you today.

109
00:04:41.125 --> 00:04:43.185
And if you're looking to break me down into my base

110
00:04:43.185 --> 00:04:45.905
elements, then I really just love terrible movies,

111
00:04:46.175 --> 00:04:47.385
reviewing terrible movies

112
00:04:47.565 --> 00:04:52.325
and eating, Oh, excuse me,

113
00:04:53.425 --> 00:04:55.965
and eating excellent bagels, not choking on them.

114
00:04:58.865 --> 00:05:00.965
And then as for the photos there on the right,

115
00:05:01.215 --> 00:05:03.725
those were from some recent travels I took to Europe.

116
00:05:04.105 --> 00:05:05.845
Uh, there's me and my friends that I traveled with

117
00:05:05.875 --> 00:05:09.565
outside the arc triumph in Paris, and then me

118
00:05:09.565 --> 00:05:11.605
and the green jumper down there, that was just

119
00:05:11.605 --> 00:05:13.525
after some power gliding in Switzerland.

120
00:05:13.665 --> 00:05:15.765
So traveling is also something that I really love

121
00:05:15.765 --> 00:05:17.245
and I'm passionate about hoping

122
00:05:17.265 --> 00:05:18.765
to do some more of that very soon.

123
00:05:20.405 --> 00:05:22.465
All right, let's get into some warmups.

124
00:05:22.885 --> 00:05:24.265
Uh, let's take five minutes.

125
00:05:24.385 --> 00:05:26.065
I want you guys to take a moment to write down

126
00:05:26.065 --> 00:05:28.825
what you think are the absolutely crucial elements

127
00:05:29.125 --> 00:05:30.345
to write a good essay.

128
00:05:30.785 --> 00:05:31.945
I actually might give you a little bit

129
00:05:31.945 --> 00:05:33.025
of a time restriction here.

130
00:05:33.225 --> 00:05:35.425
I said five, but let's do three minutes.

131
00:05:35.925 --> 00:05:37.905
Uh, so be thinking on your feet, writing down,

132
00:05:37.905 --> 00:05:38.985
just dot point it out.

133
00:05:39.175 --> 00:05:41.665
What are the absolutely crucial elements

134
00:05:41.725 --> 00:05:43.145
of writing a good essay?

135
00:05:43.145 --> 00:05:45.705
What do you need within them to score well?

136
00:05:46.285 --> 00:05:48.505
And we'll be back in about three minutes time.

137
00:05:48.505 --> 00:05:50.185
I'll let you know when you have about a minute to go

138
00:05:50.725 --> 00:05:52.705
and we will get into the meat

139
00:05:52.705 --> 00:05:54.985
and potatoes of our session today.

140
00:07:58.105 --> 00:07:59.365
All right, about a minute left.

141
00:07:59.695 --> 00:08:01.365
Write down your last couple of ideas,

142
00:08:02.265 --> 00:08:04.525
what's absolutely crucial for a good essay.

143
00:08:30.985 --> 00:08:33.195
Okay, we're gonna take one more minute.

144
00:08:33.475 --> 00:08:35.395
I want you guys to head down to the live q

145
00:08:35.395 --> 00:08:36.715
and a chat, which has below this video.

146
00:08:37.175 --> 00:08:38.995
And I want you to type into the chat

147
00:08:39.025 --> 00:08:42.155
what you think is the number one most crucial.

148
00:08:43.195 --> 00:08:44.415
What's the most crucial thing?

149
00:08:48.725 --> 00:08:49.805
I wish I could see the chat.

150
00:08:52.865 --> 00:08:54.765
I'm sure many of you have gotten the correct answer though.

151
00:09:13.325 --> 00:09:18.295
All right. 3, 2, 1.

152
00:09:20.575 --> 00:09:22.035
I'm not gonna beat around the bush here.

153
00:09:22.135 --> 00:09:24.035
The number one most crucial element

154
00:09:24.095 --> 00:09:27.555
of a good essay is a good thesis.

155
00:09:28.505 --> 00:09:31.835
Without it, you are stranded in a listless sea.

156
00:09:31.845 --> 00:09:34.075
There is no land, no boat in sight.

157
00:09:34.335 --> 00:09:37.395
And it will lead you to countless problems within your essay

158
00:09:37.395 --> 00:09:39.875
writing that is gonna tie you all up in knots

159
00:09:40.095 --> 00:09:42.395
and not get you the mark that you might actually deserve.

160
00:09:43.255 --> 00:09:46.835
You might have really beautiful analysis, excellent ideas,

161
00:09:47.065 --> 00:09:50.195
wonderful vocabulary, spotless spelling and grammar.

162
00:09:50.695 --> 00:09:53.835
But without a thesis, you're not gonna get a good mark.

163
00:09:54.895 --> 00:09:57.345
Your first port of call when you're faced

164
00:09:57.345 --> 00:09:59.305
with an essay question is to come up

165
00:09:59.305 --> 00:10:01.345
with a good solid thesis

166
00:10:01.415 --> 00:10:03.425
that can be built upon using evidence

167
00:10:03.605 --> 00:10:07.545
and referred back to consistently throughout your essay.

168
00:10:09.175 --> 00:10:11.595
So what actually is a thesis?

169
00:10:11.705 --> 00:10:14.995
What is this magical golden element that is crucial

170
00:10:15.135 --> 00:10:16.435
to writing a good essay?

171
00:10:16.825 --> 00:10:19.915
Well, a thesis is a good key statement

172
00:10:19.975 --> 00:10:22.835
or argument which both answers a prompt

173
00:10:22.955 --> 00:10:24.315
that you were given a question

174
00:10:24.315 --> 00:10:26.395
that you were given at the start of your essay

175
00:10:26.895 --> 00:10:29.555
and stakes what you, the author believe,

176
00:10:30.215 --> 00:10:32.475
and what you're going to prove with the help

177
00:10:32.475 --> 00:10:34.115
of evidence throughout your essay.

178
00:10:35.025 --> 00:10:37.235
What makes a good thesis?

179
00:10:38.475 --> 00:10:42.595
A good thesis statement has to be clear and direct.

180
00:10:43.105 --> 00:10:46.275
It's not long, it's not extravagant in its vocabulary,

181
00:10:46.785 --> 00:10:50.075
it's clear it needs to be referred back

182
00:10:50.095 --> 00:10:52.635
to consistently throughout your essay,

183
00:10:53.215 --> 00:10:55.555
and your thesis needs to be linked directly

184
00:10:55.615 --> 00:10:58.715
to all the evidence you are choosing to argue it.

185
00:10:59.705 --> 00:11:04.355
Very important. What does a good thesis actually look like?

186
00:11:04.665 --> 00:11:05.875
Well, I thought I'd provide you

187
00:11:05.875 --> 00:11:09.475
with a few examples here on the screen about what

188
00:11:09.475 --> 00:11:10.555
that thesis might look like.

189
00:11:11.975 --> 00:11:15.755
So while Atwoods, Penelope does gain some agency,

190
00:11:16.635 --> 00:11:18.395
ultimately she remains at the mercy

191
00:11:18.575 --> 00:11:20.595
of the male figures in her life.

192
00:11:21.175 --> 00:11:23.795
So Atwood is referring to Margaret Atwood

193
00:11:23.975 --> 00:11:27.235
and Penelope is the main character in Atwood's novella,

194
00:11:27.575 --> 00:11:28.795
the Penelope ad.

195
00:11:30.575 --> 00:11:32.195
Now, what are some key elements

196
00:11:32.195 --> 00:11:33.395
of this thesis which make it good?

197
00:11:33.545 --> 00:11:34.715
Well, it's direct.

198
00:11:34.945 --> 00:11:38.515
It's taking a stance, it's not overly complicated,

199
00:11:39.095 --> 00:11:42.395
but it allows the author of the essay to

200
00:11:42.985 --> 00:11:45.675
talk about a few different topics together.

201
00:11:47.795 --> 00:11:50.805
Obviously we're focusing on agency for Penelope,

202
00:11:51.265 --> 00:11:54.325
but we have a def, a decisive take,

203
00:11:54.895 --> 00:11:56.845
which the author can build upon

204
00:11:56.945 --> 00:11:58.365
and argue throughout the piece.

205
00:11:58.365 --> 00:12:01.045
That is, that Penelope remains at the mercy

206
00:12:01.145 --> 00:12:02.445
of the male figures in her life.

207
00:12:03.505 --> 00:12:06.765
The second thesis, Shakespeare's the Winter's Tale

208
00:12:07.075 --> 00:12:10.525
manipulates time in order to remind audiences

209
00:12:10.585 --> 00:12:13.405
of its powerful and pervasive nature.

210
00:12:14.195 --> 00:12:16.645
Very straightforward, no commas required.

211
00:12:17.115 --> 00:12:19.165
Just one direct sentence.

212
00:12:20.395 --> 00:12:22.325
It's talking about the audience in the thesis,

213
00:12:22.335 --> 00:12:23.485
which is really good.

214
00:12:23.905 --> 00:12:25.965
So it allows the author of the essay

215
00:12:25.965 --> 00:12:29.485
to really clearly be able to talk about audience positioning

216
00:12:29.705 --> 00:12:31.165
and connecting cultural values,

217
00:12:31.525 --> 00:12:32.645
attitudes and beliefs together.

218
00:12:34.195 --> 00:12:37.775
And then finally, Schaeffer is wholly correct in his notion

219
00:12:38.005 --> 00:12:40.175
that Conrad manipulates language choices

220
00:12:40.475 --> 00:12:42.615
to strip away the veneer of imperialism

221
00:12:42.955 --> 00:12:44.495
and expose those that employ it.

222
00:12:45.195 --> 00:12:48.175
So this thesis is a little bit more complicated.

223
00:12:48.605 --> 00:12:52.295
It's linked to an essay type in which the author

224
00:12:52.315 --> 00:12:55.775
of the essay has to write about a literary critic

225
00:12:56.285 --> 00:12:57.375
alongside a text.

226
00:12:57.935 --> 00:13:01.255
Schaeffer is that critic Conrad is the author of the text

227
00:13:01.325 --> 00:13:02.895
that they are analyzing.

228
00:13:03.555 --> 00:13:06.415
And you can see here that this essay is clearly

229
00:13:07.075 --> 00:13:09.815
the question is clearly based on language choices.

230
00:13:10.475 --> 00:13:12.815
For this one, the question is clearly based on

231
00:13:13.125 --> 00:13:14.415
time, the theme of time.

232
00:13:14.875 --> 00:13:18.415
And the question here is clearly based on Penelope alongside

233
00:13:18.415 --> 00:13:20.055
perhaps the theme of agency.

234
00:13:21.155 --> 00:13:22.335
So this is really important.

235
00:13:22.715 --> 00:13:24.455
The question that you are asked

236
00:13:24.915 --> 00:13:27.615
to answer your essay based on needs

237
00:13:27.615 --> 00:13:28.615
to be clear in your thesis.

238
00:13:28.795 --> 00:13:30.895
You need to have directly answered that.

239
00:13:31.315 --> 00:13:34.335
And one of the easiest way to do that is be using some

240
00:13:34.335 --> 00:13:38.535
of the language within the question in your thesis itself.

241
00:13:39.605 --> 00:13:41.105
Great. Okay.

242
00:13:42.235 --> 00:13:47.175
In 2019, the QCAA conducted some trial exams, uh,

243
00:13:47.195 --> 00:13:48.495
to get a sense of how students

244
00:13:48.495 --> 00:13:49.895
performed in external conditions.

245
00:13:50.075 --> 00:13:51.135
So if you're not familiar,

246
00:13:51.275 --> 00:13:53.575
the QC is the Queensland Curriculum

247
00:13:53.575 --> 00:13:54.695
and Assessment Authority.

248
00:13:54.835 --> 00:13:59.255
So it's essentially the powers that be in Queensland, um,

249
00:13:59.485 --> 00:14:02.735
when it comes to assessment for school students.

250
00:14:03.555 --> 00:14:06.415
Uh, so, and curriculum as well, I guess.

251
00:14:07.355 --> 00:14:09.415
Um, so they conducted these trial exams

252
00:14:09.415 --> 00:14:10.895
because as some of you might know,

253
00:14:11.225 --> 00:14:15.055
Queensland only entered the ATAR system in 2020,

254
00:14:15.055 --> 00:14:16.855
which was the year that I graduated.

255
00:14:19.685 --> 00:14:23.305
So they did their, uh, external trial exams,

256
00:14:24.445 --> 00:14:26.905
and these were the findings for their English trial exams.

257
00:14:27.325 --> 00:14:30.265
So the number one finding they had is that students

258
00:14:30.265 --> 00:14:31.905
with a clear and consistent thesis

259
00:14:33.765 --> 00:14:35.975
always did the best, always.

260
00:14:36.005 --> 00:14:38.095
This was the number one finding they had.

261
00:14:38.675 --> 00:14:41.735
The second finding they had is that students needed

262
00:14:41.915 --> 00:14:43.895
to demonstrate a deep understanding

263
00:14:43.955 --> 00:14:46.575
of the whole text in order to do well.

264
00:14:46.995 --> 00:14:50.055
So that means that the essay doesn't just address one

265
00:14:50.055 --> 00:14:54.165
character or one scene or one act or one chapter

266
00:14:54.425 --> 00:14:57.045
or one tiny portion of the plot.

267
00:14:57.345 --> 00:14:59.605
It can, it can includes rather

268
00:15:00.185 --> 00:15:02.325
the whole text in its entirety.

269
00:15:04.045 --> 00:15:07.745
And finally, students need to be consistently referring to

270
00:15:08.305 --> 00:15:11.265
audience positioning, drawing on cultural attitudes,

271
00:15:11.445 --> 00:15:12.585
values and beliefs.

272
00:15:12.585 --> 00:15:15.505
These were the top three findings of the QC

273
00:15:16.165 --> 00:15:19.905
and I think that they're absolutely crucial to guiding

274
00:15:20.125 --> 00:15:23.665
how you write a good essay across this great country

275
00:15:23.725 --> 00:15:25.225
of ours, not just in Queensland.

276
00:15:25.885 --> 00:15:29.225
So, uh, this is really important to be thinking.

277
00:15:29.375 --> 00:15:31.425
Okay, excellent consistent thesis

278
00:15:33.025 --> 00:15:34.305
demonstrating a deep understanding

279
00:15:34.305 --> 00:15:36.265
of the whole text referring

280
00:15:36.265 --> 00:15:39.345
to audience positioning consistently throughout.

281
00:15:40.205 --> 00:15:42.825
So we are gonna be talking a little bit about structure,

282
00:15:42.955 --> 00:15:46.465
going over each of the different elements of a good essay.

283
00:15:48.045 --> 00:15:49.665
So number one, introduction.

284
00:15:50.865 --> 00:15:52.905
Introductions by nature should be short and sweet.

285
00:15:52.925 --> 00:15:53.985
We don't want them to be long,

286
00:15:54.005 --> 00:15:55.345
we don't want them to be winding.

287
00:15:55.455 --> 00:15:56.745
It's really important that all

288
00:15:56.745 --> 00:15:59.705
of our arguing goes within our body paragraphs.

289
00:15:59.965 --> 00:16:02.065
And our introduction is just that

290
00:16:02.865 --> 00:16:04.585
introducing the most basic ideas

291
00:16:05.165 --> 00:16:07.105
and our argument that we're gonna be discussing.

292
00:16:07.885 --> 00:16:10.225
So they are focused on the broad themes

293
00:16:11.005 --> 00:16:14.585
and not including evidence that you plan on analyzing.

294
00:16:15.735 --> 00:16:17.545
Your intro should be structured around the concept

295
00:16:17.845 --> 00:16:19.465
of an inverted pyramid.

296
00:16:19.845 --> 00:16:22.225
So you move from the most broad information

297
00:16:22.325 --> 00:16:23.585
to the most specific.

298
00:16:24.825 --> 00:16:28.115
What does that look like? So the first two sentences,

299
00:16:28.285 --> 00:16:33.015
which are these first two elements of the pyramid

300
00:16:33.995 --> 00:16:35.415
are your B one and B two.

301
00:16:35.415 --> 00:16:36.695
And these literally just refer

302
00:16:36.695 --> 00:16:38.455
to background one and background two.

303
00:16:39.315 --> 00:16:42.935
So background one is the broad background of your essay

304
00:16:42.935 --> 00:16:45.375
and includes the most basic information on the text.

305
00:16:45.645 --> 00:16:47.495
It's the title of the text, it's the author,

306
00:16:47.525 --> 00:16:50.695
it's the publication date and the simplest synopsis.

307
00:16:50.695 --> 00:16:51.975
You can write a really,

308
00:16:51.975 --> 00:16:54.735
really simplistic synopsis overview of the plot.

309
00:16:56.295 --> 00:16:59.465
Your second background sentence introduces more specific

310
00:16:59.535 --> 00:17:03.305
details on the text and then zooms in on the themes

311
00:17:03.365 --> 00:17:04.865
and characters that you're gonna be writing

312
00:17:04.875 --> 00:17:05.985
about in your essay.

313
00:17:07.595 --> 00:17:09.205
Next, you have your thesis,

314
00:17:09.415 --> 00:17:11.725
which we have already discussed in great detail.

315
00:17:12.525 --> 00:17:14.205
Remember that your thesis needs to

316
00:17:14.805 --> 00:17:16.245
directly answer the question

317
00:17:16.505 --> 00:17:19.965
or the prompt that you were given at the start of the essay.

318
00:17:21.355 --> 00:17:23.775
And finally, you're previewing your points.

319
00:17:24.165 --> 00:17:26.455
This is the final element of the introduction

320
00:17:26.755 --> 00:17:30.345
and you need to, uh, be talking about each

321
00:17:30.345 --> 00:17:31.785
of the different topics that you're going

322
00:17:31.785 --> 00:17:33.505
to be arguing in each of your paragraphs.

323
00:17:33.805 --> 00:17:35.345
You're not introducing evidence,

324
00:17:35.655 --> 00:17:38.305
it's just the broad ideas at this point.

325
00:17:38.965 --> 00:17:41.265
So you can see here now if we look at our pyramid,

326
00:17:42.055 --> 00:17:44.465
what these different sections would include.

327
00:17:44.525 --> 00:17:45.865
So this is background one,

328
00:17:46.165 --> 00:17:48.865
really broad information on the text.

329
00:17:49.135 --> 00:17:51.365
Background two, becoming more specific,

330
00:17:51.365 --> 00:17:53.845
perhaps introducing the concepts, characters

331
00:17:53.845 --> 00:17:56.085
or themes that are talked about in the question.

332
00:17:56.185 --> 00:17:59.045
The prompt, the essay prompt, this is your thesis.

333
00:17:59.545 --> 00:18:01.845
And then finally, these are the specific points

334
00:18:01.875 --> 00:18:04.565
that you are going to be arguing your thesis based on.

335
00:18:06.385 --> 00:18:07.845
So that is your introduction.

336
00:18:09.665 --> 00:18:11.595
Then we have our body paragraphs.

337
00:18:11.775 --> 00:18:13.315
And our body paragraphs are the meats

338
00:18:13.315 --> 00:18:14.515
and potatoes of the essay.

339
00:18:14.515 --> 00:18:15.675
They're the juiciest parts.

340
00:18:15.675 --> 00:18:18.275
They are filled with the most information, uh,

341
00:18:18.275 --> 00:18:20.115
including all of your analysis.

342
00:18:20.455 --> 00:18:22.675
And these are the only elements of the essay

343
00:18:22.675 --> 00:18:24.595
that should include explicit evidence.

344
00:18:24.595 --> 00:18:28.395
So your evidence only appears in your body paragraphs.

345
00:18:29.705 --> 00:18:31.955
Each body paragraph needs to have a topic sentence.

346
00:18:32.265 --> 00:18:33.835
Your topic sentence outlines

347
00:18:33.905 --> 00:18:36.235
what will be included within the paragraph.

348
00:18:36.655 --> 00:18:39.955
And it should also include your paragraph's specific point

349
00:18:40.615 --> 00:18:42.355
and a reference to your thesis.

350
00:18:42.975 --> 00:18:47.075
So that is a structure of a good topic sentence point

351
00:18:47.665 --> 00:18:52.195
plus thesis within your

352
00:18:52.195 --> 00:18:55.075
paragraphs, you should only be using two

353
00:18:55.535 --> 00:18:57.675
to three pieces of evidence.

354
00:18:58.495 --> 00:19:00.995
The more evidence you use within a paragraph,

355
00:19:01.455 --> 00:19:04.675
the less space you have to analyze them.

356
00:19:05.695 --> 00:19:09.835
The following structure on the next slide is how you walk

357
00:19:09.835 --> 00:19:13.475
through each piece of evidence, how you analyze them well,

358
00:19:13.895 --> 00:19:16.275
and it's going to ensure that you are including all

359
00:19:16.275 --> 00:19:17.435
of the elements of analysis

360
00:19:17.435 --> 00:19:19.355
that are talked about in your criteria when it comes

361
00:19:19.355 --> 00:19:20.555
to writing an essay like this.

362
00:19:22.825 --> 00:19:27.295
So what, so what, so how

363
00:19:27.875 --> 00:19:28.895
so now?

364
00:19:29.435 --> 00:19:32.335
Now you might have heard of this little formula before, uh,

365
00:19:32.795 --> 00:19:34.935
but this is, if you haven't, we're going

366
00:19:34.935 --> 00:19:36.175
to step through it now for you.

367
00:19:37.275 --> 00:19:40.255
So this formula is used each time you introduce a

368
00:19:40.255 --> 00:19:41.295
new piece of evidence.

369
00:19:41.675 --> 00:19:44.535
So what it's gonna refer to your evidence itself.

370
00:19:44.955 --> 00:19:47.615
So the evidence that you are including, uh, needs

371
00:19:47.615 --> 00:19:50.695
to be contextualized based on the events that have occurred

372
00:19:50.755 --> 00:19:51.975
around it in the text.

373
00:19:52.435 --> 00:19:56.215
You're not using page number, action number, scene number.

374
00:19:56.635 --> 00:20:00.095
Now, if you're writing an essay like a, a history essay

375
00:20:00.095 --> 00:20:01.415
or geography essay

376
00:20:01.755 --> 00:20:04.615
and you're including evidence, you might refer to it

377
00:20:04.615 --> 00:20:07.205
with its page number, um,

378
00:20:07.305 --> 00:20:09.405
or its source number or something like that.

379
00:20:09.865 --> 00:20:11.645
But for English and literature

380
00:20:11.905 --> 00:20:15.605
and English extension based essays, you're not using numbers

381
00:20:16.115 --> 00:20:17.525
page or act or scene numbers.

382
00:20:17.865 --> 00:20:21.165
You're simply contextualizing your evidence using the events

383
00:20:21.165 --> 00:20:24.765
that occurred around it in the book, in the plot basically.

384
00:20:26.195 --> 00:20:29.125
Then, so what is your analysis?

385
00:20:29.585 --> 00:20:31.565
So your analysis is peeling back the layers

386
00:20:31.705 --> 00:20:35.125
and indicating how the author has used aesthetic features

387
00:20:35.385 --> 00:20:38.885
or stylistic devices to send certain messages.

388
00:20:40.295 --> 00:20:41.945
Then we have, so how,

389
00:20:42.245 --> 00:20:44.905
and so how asks you to determine how the audiences

390
00:20:44.965 --> 00:20:46.745
of the text are positioned

391
00:20:46.745 --> 00:20:49.325
to respond based on the finding of your analysis.

392
00:20:49.745 --> 00:20:52.885
So you're saying, okay, so if this analysis is true,

393
00:20:53.505 --> 00:20:56.165
how are the audiences reacting to it?

394
00:20:56.905 --> 00:21:00.325
So these audiences should include traditional audiences

395
00:21:00.325 --> 00:21:02.925
that is the audience that the text was originally intended

396
00:21:02.985 --> 00:21:05.965
or written for, and contemporary audiences.

397
00:21:06.025 --> 00:21:07.685
So the audience today, that's us.

398
00:21:09.025 --> 00:21:10.845
And then finally you have, so now,

399
00:21:10.865 --> 00:21:13.965
and this is so important, this is where you link back

400
00:21:13.985 --> 00:21:15.085
to your thesis statement.

401
00:21:15.755 --> 00:21:16.805
It's really important

402
00:21:17.225 --> 00:21:19.485
to be including when you're doing well in an essay

403
00:21:19.485 --> 00:21:22.925
because as the QCAA mentioned in their findings,

404
00:21:23.475 --> 00:21:27.005
good essays have consistent PCs, which is ones

405
00:21:27.005 --> 00:21:28.045
that are referred back to.

406
00:21:28.625 --> 00:21:30.565
It also indicates the marker of your work

407
00:21:30.565 --> 00:21:33.245
that you are building upon your argument as you go,

408
00:21:33.705 --> 00:21:36.485
and that you're prioritizing cohesion, which are two

409
00:21:36.995 --> 00:21:38.205
very good things.

410
00:21:39.465 --> 00:21:42.765
So the structure that we just mentioned there, what, so

411
00:21:42.795 --> 00:21:46.765
what, so how, so now is repeated for every new piece

412
00:21:46.765 --> 00:21:48.925
of evidence that you introduce, which means

413
00:21:48.925 --> 00:21:50.485
that the formula could be used two

414
00:21:50.585 --> 00:21:53.085
to three times within each body paragraph.

415
00:21:53.915 --> 00:21:57.085
It's super helpful also when you're planning your work.

416
00:21:57.425 --> 00:21:59.005
Uh, perhaps if you're in an exam room

417
00:21:59.025 --> 00:22:01.565
and you're sitting down in that 15 minutes of planning time

418
00:22:01.565 --> 00:22:03.965
before you begin writing that formula out

419
00:22:04.025 --> 00:22:05.445
and plugging in each

420
00:22:05.445 --> 00:22:08.245
of the different elements within it can be really helpful

421
00:22:08.385 --> 00:22:09.805
to putting together a paragraph.

422
00:22:10.265 --> 00:22:12.845
It can also be really helpful when you're stuck if perhaps,

423
00:22:13.185 --> 00:22:15.965
uh, you have a little bit of writer's block in an exam

424
00:22:16.985 --> 00:22:18.845
to just go back and refer to that structure.

425
00:22:19.185 --> 00:22:21.925
It tells you exactly what you need to be talking about next.

426
00:22:22.065 --> 00:22:23.085
So that can be quite helpful.

427
00:22:25.945 --> 00:22:29.445
All right, the final piece of the puzzle is your conclusion.

428
00:22:30.025 --> 00:22:32.125
Uh, and it's over often overlooked when

429
00:22:32.125 --> 00:22:33.645
pulling together an essay.

430
00:22:33.985 --> 00:22:35.405
People generally feel like the body

431
00:22:35.405 --> 00:22:36.605
paragraphs are the most important.

432
00:22:36.905 --> 00:22:39.445
The introduction's important 'cause it includes the thesis,

433
00:22:39.865 --> 00:22:41.005
but what's the conclusion?

434
00:22:41.005 --> 00:22:45.605
Therefore, uh, it's not there to be an exact replica

435
00:22:45.865 --> 00:22:47.965
or um, or repeat of your introduction.

436
00:22:49.215 --> 00:22:51.555
And it's not a romantic concluding statement,

437
00:22:51.645 --> 00:22:53.355
which is ripe with cliche.

438
00:22:54.175 --> 00:22:55.355
Unlike the introduction,

439
00:22:55.355 --> 00:22:57.435
which is built like an inverted pyramid.

440
00:22:57.785 --> 00:23:00.715
This section is the classic shape, the regular pyramid

441
00:23:01.515 --> 00:23:03.515
starting specific and becoming more broad.

442
00:23:03.775 --> 00:23:05.875
So you start off off the top here with your thesis.

443
00:23:06.385 --> 00:23:07.715
It's a restatement of your thesis,

444
00:23:08.055 --> 00:23:09.355
but you're restating your thesis

445
00:23:09.495 --> 00:23:11.235
as if it has been proven correct.

446
00:23:12.425 --> 00:23:15.355
Then you have your points you need

447
00:23:15.355 --> 00:23:16.515
to recount your body points,

448
00:23:17.365 --> 00:23:18.825
but in more detail than

449
00:23:18.825 --> 00:23:20.065
what was just included in the

450
00:23:20.065 --> 00:23:21.505
topic sentences of each paragraph.

451
00:23:21.885 --> 00:23:24.745
Now you're not including the evidence that you have, uh,

452
00:23:24.855 --> 00:23:26.785
used in your body body paragraphs.

453
00:23:27.325 --> 00:23:29.865
Uh, they're simply there to indicate that your thesis

454
00:23:30.325 --> 00:23:32.745
and evidence in conjunction have worked together

455
00:23:32.805 --> 00:23:33.985
to prove an overall point.

456
00:23:34.245 --> 00:23:37.185
So they're broad. Each point should have its

457
00:23:37.185 --> 00:23:38.705
own sentence in the conclusion.

458
00:23:39.405 --> 00:23:41.225
And then finally, the last piece

459
00:23:41.225 --> 00:23:43.865
of the puzzle is a broad statement on the text

460
00:23:43.895 --> 00:23:45.065
that you have been analyzing.

461
00:23:45.905 --> 00:23:48.685
So it acts to make a comment on the broader purpose

462
00:23:48.905 --> 00:23:51.645
and themes of the text beyond what you have just

463
00:23:52.245 --> 00:23:54.405
explored in your specific essay.

464
00:23:55.615 --> 00:23:59.665
Great. So that is the structure of a good essay.

465
00:23:59.875 --> 00:24:03.105
Let's move on to the common mistakes

466
00:24:03.255 --> 00:24:06.305
that students make when they're writing essays.

467
00:24:06.925 --> 00:24:09.625
Number one is spending too much time on analysis.

468
00:24:09.685 --> 00:24:12.105
Now, this is very, very common.

469
00:24:12.825 --> 00:24:14.225
Students see the name analytical essay

470
00:24:14.485 --> 00:24:17.505
and they start to panic and they start analyzing as much

471
00:24:17.505 --> 00:24:20.145
as they can because it's an analytical essay.

472
00:24:21.825 --> 00:24:25.305
Analysis is undoubtedly a vital element of a good essay,

473
00:24:25.525 --> 00:24:27.145
but it is important to remember

474
00:24:27.175 --> 00:24:31.705
that your analysis is just one piece in a much bigger puzzle

475
00:24:32.325 --> 00:24:34.945
and should be used to prove a point rather than just

476
00:24:34.945 --> 00:24:36.145
to exist for its own sake.

477
00:24:36.365 --> 00:24:39.625
You're not just analyzing your analyzing a text

478
00:24:40.085 --> 00:24:44.465
to argue a thesis as indicated in the structure

479
00:24:44.465 --> 00:24:46.665
of your body paragraphs with that little what.

480
00:24:46.725 --> 00:24:49.945
So what, so how, so now structure, the little arrows

481
00:24:50.705 --> 00:24:52.665
indicate that everything needs to flow together,

482
00:24:52.675 --> 00:24:54.825
which is why planning at the start

483
00:24:55.125 --> 00:24:56.945
of writing an essay is so important.

484
00:24:56.945 --> 00:24:59.665
We're gonna talk about planning in more detail a little bit

485
00:24:59.665 --> 00:25:02.025
later, but we are not just analyzing,

486
00:25:02.435 --> 00:25:05.345
we're analyzing in order to prove a point.

487
00:25:05.535 --> 00:25:07.025
It's a really important distinction.

488
00:25:08.725 --> 00:25:10.465
The second big mistake that students tend

489
00:25:10.465 --> 00:25:12.945
to make is neglecting audience positioning.

490
00:25:13.365 --> 00:25:15.665
So if people are focusing too much on an analysis,

491
00:25:15.815 --> 00:25:18.025
they don't tend to think about how

492
00:25:18.025 --> 00:25:19.825
that analysis affects the way

493
00:25:19.825 --> 00:25:21.585
that audiences respond emotionally.

494
00:25:21.925 --> 00:25:25.265
How responding audiences might respond to think, feel,

495
00:25:25.285 --> 00:25:28.385
or react to something you need to be considering.

496
00:25:28.525 --> 00:25:29.825
Uh, cultural assumptions,

497
00:25:29.825 --> 00:25:31.505
and that's a word that you heard in our

498
00:25:31.545 --> 00:25:33.105
QCAA findings a little bit earlier.

499
00:25:33.845 --> 00:25:36.385
Uh, how cultural assumptions, attitudes, values

500
00:25:36.445 --> 00:25:39.385
and beliefs that the audience possesses will then provoke

501
00:25:39.385 --> 00:25:41.185
them to think, feel, react.

502
00:25:41.565 --> 00:25:42.745
So you have to do a little bit

503
00:25:42.745 --> 00:25:44.065
of history, a little bit of learning.

504
00:25:44.605 --> 00:25:46.505
If your text was written a long time ago,

505
00:25:46.505 --> 00:25:48.745
like Shakespearean plays, you need to come

506
00:25:48.745 --> 00:25:50.225
to an understanding about what

507
00:25:50.225 --> 00:25:51.585
that traditional audience was like,

508
00:25:51.775 --> 00:25:54.625
what their society was like, what their lives were like,

509
00:25:55.415 --> 00:25:58.185
what their standards were like in order to figure out

510
00:25:58.205 --> 00:25:59.585
how they might react to something.

511
00:26:00.045 --> 00:26:02.745
And then also need to be thinking intentionally about our

512
00:26:02.745 --> 00:26:04.185
contemporary society today.

513
00:26:04.725 --> 00:26:07.345
How do our laws and mores

514
00:26:07.685 --> 00:26:10.305
and uh, cultural ideas affect the way

515
00:26:10.305 --> 00:26:11.825
that we respond to media as well?

516
00:26:12.325 --> 00:26:13.985
So it's a piece

517
00:26:13.985 --> 00:26:16.665
of the puzzle which is actually quite significant, um,

518
00:26:16.665 --> 00:26:19.145
but one that is a bit too easily overlooked.

519
00:26:20.805 --> 00:26:22.585
The third one here is jumping around

520
00:26:22.765 --> 00:26:25.265
or what some people call rabbit holding.

521
00:26:25.805 --> 00:26:26.865
So it's really important

522
00:26:26.865 --> 00:26:29.385
that your essay maintains a consistent line

523
00:26:29.385 --> 00:26:31.065
of argument throughout it.

524
00:26:31.645 --> 00:26:32.985
Uh, every piece of

525
00:26:33.545 --> 00:26:35.145
evidence you would introduce every sentence

526
00:26:35.145 --> 00:26:37.705
of analysis needs to be focused on arguing.

527
00:26:38.165 --> 00:26:40.185
One specific point, which is your thesis.

528
00:26:41.245 --> 00:26:44.685
It when you have the luxury of being outside an exam room

529
00:26:45.065 --> 00:26:48.245
and you've finished writing an essay, read all

530
00:26:48.265 --> 00:26:49.605
of your work aloud.

531
00:26:49.795 --> 00:26:52.685
This will help you to identify if you're being consistent

532
00:26:52.755 --> 00:26:53.765
with your argument.

533
00:26:54.505 --> 00:26:56.485
Uh, using the structure introduced earlier

534
00:26:56.545 --> 00:26:59.285
as well can also be really helpful to be staying on task,

535
00:26:59.455 --> 00:27:00.885
especially in exam rooms.

536
00:27:01.265 --> 00:27:03.205
And having that structure really nicely

537
00:27:03.625 --> 00:27:06.285
beside you on your piece of paper that you've worked through

538
00:27:06.285 --> 00:27:07.765
during planning time can be great.

539
00:27:09.715 --> 00:27:12.605
Okay, forgetting the title, uh,

540
00:27:12.705 --> 00:27:15.325
it might seem like a very minor detail, uh,

541
00:27:15.385 --> 00:27:19.485
but forgetting the title in an exam is just so annoying

542
00:27:19.485 --> 00:27:22.445
because you might get marked down for not having one.

543
00:27:22.905 --> 00:27:25.085
Uh, so make sure that you think about

544
00:27:25.185 --> 00:27:27.045
how you might put together a title.

545
00:27:28.655 --> 00:27:32.635
So the most common uh, structure is one, this one here.

546
00:27:33.255 --> 00:27:34.835
Uh, and it looks a little something like this.

547
00:27:34.835 --> 00:27:36.035
So you have your quote at the start.

548
00:27:36.035 --> 00:27:40.315
Then you have a colon exploring whatever theme character

549
00:27:40.315 --> 00:27:42.675
relationship that you're exploring in your essay in

550
00:27:43.185 --> 00:27:44.635
this author's text.

551
00:27:45.295 --> 00:27:47.235
So these are some examples down here.

552
00:27:47.855 --> 00:27:51.515
Get the two a nunnery exploring gender discrimination in

553
00:27:51.515 --> 00:27:55.715
Shakespeare's hamlet when vegetation rioted the earth,

554
00:27:56.425 --> 00:28:00.075
exploring nature symbolism in Conrad's heart of darkness

555
00:28:00.935 --> 00:28:03.595
and dirty girls exploring the roles

556
00:28:03.815 --> 00:28:06.515
of the maids in Atwoods, Pinella Piad.

557
00:28:07.215 --> 00:28:10.755
So those are just a really simple titles.

558
00:28:10.755 --> 00:28:12.355
They don't have to be anything too fancy,

559
00:28:12.355 --> 00:28:13.795
they don't have to be revolutionary.

560
00:28:13.945 --> 00:28:16.315
They don't have to make people go gasp

561
00:28:16.335 --> 00:28:18.115
and say, I have to read this.

562
00:28:18.305 --> 00:28:20.035
Your marker has to read your essay,

563
00:28:20.615 --> 00:28:22.795
but the title there is just a good indication

564
00:28:22.825 --> 00:28:25.315
that you know exactly what it is you're talking about.

565
00:28:26.095 --> 00:28:28.195
You have an idea of the direction of the essay,

566
00:28:28.975 --> 00:28:30.795
so don't forget your title.

567
00:28:31.565 --> 00:28:35.315
Don't do it then not editing.

568
00:28:36.095 --> 00:28:37.795
Ooh, this one frustrates me a lot.

569
00:28:38.135 --> 00:28:39.835
Uh, when you're finished writing an essay,

570
00:28:40.025 --> 00:28:41.075
both in exam rooms

571
00:28:41.135 --> 00:28:45.035
and out of it, edit them, go through, review them.

572
00:28:45.625 --> 00:28:48.195
It's so tempting to just leave it there and run away.

573
00:28:48.515 --> 00:28:49.595
I know that feeling well.

574
00:28:49.955 --> 00:28:52.395
I know the feeling of just wanting to be done with the essay

575
00:28:52.395 --> 00:28:54.075
and then having to look at it again.

576
00:28:54.495 --> 00:28:57.155
But it's so important to go through and review your work.

577
00:28:57.645 --> 00:29:00.635
There is nothing more frustrating than losing marks over

578
00:29:00.865 --> 00:29:04.995
misspelling a character's name or forgetting to use a comma

579
00:29:05.375 --> 00:29:09.595
or, uh, not having, uh, your paragraphs spaced correctly.

580
00:29:09.945 --> 00:29:12.875
Make sure all of those things are reviewed.

581
00:29:13.375 --> 00:29:15.355
All of those wrinkles are ironed out

582
00:29:15.535 --> 00:29:17.555
before you hand in your final piece.

583
00:29:20.815 --> 00:29:24.785
Okay, we're gonna go a little bit into proofreading 1 0 1.

584
00:29:25.085 --> 00:29:27.865
Now these slides are gonna be available to you as a resource

585
00:29:27.885 --> 00:29:29.665
so you can come back and review them

586
00:29:29.805 --> 00:29:31.225
as much as you would like.

587
00:29:31.685 --> 00:29:35.545
Uh, but if you would like a little bit more insight into how

588
00:29:35.565 --> 00:29:37.665
to proofread well, uh,

589
00:29:37.735 --> 00:29:40.425
then these are some questions you can be asking yourself

590
00:29:40.495 --> 00:29:41.645
when you're proofreading

591
00:29:41.825 --> 00:29:43.245
to ensure that everything's in order.

592
00:29:43.665 --> 00:29:45.245
I'm not gonna read all of these questions out

593
00:29:45.405 --> 00:29:47.885
'cause there's plenty of them, but for example,

594
00:29:47.945 --> 00:29:50.725
within the style category, you might ask yourself,

595
00:29:51.225 --> 00:29:55.005
are you rambling or sticking to your key point or argument?

596
00:29:56.315 --> 00:29:58.735
Um, is there variety in the length of your sentence?

597
00:29:58.875 --> 00:30:00.215
Is you writing economical

598
00:30:00.215 --> 00:30:02.935
or are you wasting words in terms of grammar?

599
00:30:03.115 --> 00:30:04.615
Are all your sentences complete?

600
00:30:05.035 --> 00:30:07.855
Is it clear what pronouns you're writing is referring to?

601
00:30:08.165 --> 00:30:10.055
Have you read through all your sentences

602
00:30:10.115 --> 00:30:13.535
to ensure they sound correct in word choice?

603
00:30:14.115 --> 00:30:17.175
Can you replace any word with with one

604
00:30:17.175 --> 00:30:19.215
that is more precise or clear?

605
00:30:19.885 --> 00:30:22.335
Have you left out any words that you meant to include?

606
00:30:22.405 --> 00:30:25.455
Have you avoided cliches and overused expressions?

607
00:30:26.625 --> 00:30:29.725
And in formatting, have you spelled every word correctly?

608
00:30:30.075 --> 00:30:32.965
Does every sentence end with a full stop question mark

609
00:30:32.965 --> 00:30:34.205
or exclamation mark?

610
00:30:34.905 --> 00:30:36.965
Uh, have you correctly formatted your

611
00:30:36.965 --> 00:30:38.205
quotations and evidence?

612
00:30:38.825 --> 00:30:41.205
Uh, is your line spacing font choice

613
00:30:41.265 --> 00:30:42.605
and font size consistent?

614
00:30:42.905 --> 00:30:46.405
Do you have a title? So important?

615
00:30:47.315 --> 00:30:49.165
Alright, we have reached

616
00:30:49.165 --> 00:30:51.605
through the first half of our session today.

617
00:30:51.605 --> 00:30:52.845
We're gonna take a little bit of a break

618
00:30:52.905 --> 00:30:56.885
and opportunity for you guys to sit back, stretch,

619
00:30:58.115 --> 00:31:00.525
have a sip of your water, have a little bit of a snack,

620
00:31:00.945 --> 00:31:04.525
and we are going to be back in about five minutes time.

621
00:31:05.505 --> 00:31:07.005
So we'll set ourselves a little timer.

622
00:31:07.125 --> 00:31:09.005
I will let you know when we have one minute to go

623
00:31:09.955 --> 00:31:14.375
and we will continue with our session then.

624
00:35:00.545 --> 00:35:01.755
Okay, about a minute left.

625
00:35:02.615 --> 00:35:07.395
So do your last couple of stretches, find a comfy spot.

626
00:35:07.885 --> 00:35:12.275
We're gonna be looking at a high marking essay example

627
00:35:13.015 --> 00:35:14.195
in about a minute's time.

628
00:35:50.815 --> 00:35:54.865
Okay, let's get into our next

629
00:35:55.645 --> 00:35:58.345
and final section of our session today.

630
00:35:58.565 --> 00:36:01.345
And we're going to, uh, get into that good example.

631
00:36:02.885 --> 00:36:06.145
So we're going to be reading through a high scoring example

632
00:36:06.245 --> 00:36:08.705
and note what it is exactly about the example

633
00:36:08.735 --> 00:36:11.665
that makes it worthy of its mark.

634
00:36:12.245 --> 00:36:14.425
Now remember, there is more than one way

635
00:36:14.425 --> 00:36:17.465
to write a good essay beyond the simplest

636
00:36:17.565 --> 00:36:19.385
of rules having a thesis.

637
00:36:20.805 --> 00:36:23.745
Uh, this is both the beauty and frustration of English

638
00:36:23.765 --> 00:36:25.265
and English-based subjects.

639
00:36:25.945 --> 00:36:27.265
Anything can be considered right

640
00:36:27.605 --> 00:36:30.345
or correct if you have the correct analysis

641
00:36:30.405 --> 00:36:32.025
or evidence to back it up.

642
00:36:32.605 --> 00:36:35.185
So we're going to have a look at our essay.

643
00:36:36.525 --> 00:36:40.855
Okay, so the question for this essay is disguised is used

644
00:36:41.915 --> 00:36:45.335
is used by Shakespeare to comment on the manipulation

645
00:36:45.395 --> 00:36:47.255
of truth in the winter's tale.

646
00:36:47.755 --> 00:36:50.255
To what extent do you agree?

647
00:36:51.395 --> 00:36:55.215
So this is the introduction that responds to this question.

648
00:36:56.385 --> 00:36:59.725
The Winter's Tale 1611 is one

649
00:36:59.805 --> 00:37:02.085
of William Shakespeare's final plays

650
00:37:02.425 --> 00:37:04.445
and one of his most unique.

651
00:37:05.105 --> 00:37:07.405
Now you'll note here we've got the Winter's Tale.

652
00:37:07.775 --> 00:37:09.405
We've got the year it was published

653
00:37:09.665 --> 00:37:10.685
to the best of our knowledge.

654
00:37:10.685 --> 00:37:12.365
It was published a long time ago.

655
00:37:12.985 --> 00:37:14.885
Uh, William Shakespeare, the author,

656
00:37:15.185 --> 00:37:17.925
and you'll note over here, your initial introduction

657
00:37:17.925 --> 00:37:20.365
to the author is the only time you mention them

658
00:37:20.365 --> 00:37:21.525
by their full name.

659
00:37:21.875 --> 00:37:24.605
From then on William is sim, simply Shakespeare.

660
00:37:24.605 --> 00:37:26.365
You just refer to him as Shakespeare from then on.

661
00:37:27.975 --> 00:37:29.915
Uh, so it when it's final place

662
00:37:29.915 --> 00:37:32.715
and when it says most unique, so we're introducing the,

663
00:37:33.015 --> 00:37:34.515
the play really broadly.

664
00:37:34.665 --> 00:37:37.275
There's really not that much specific information in there,

665
00:37:38.305 --> 00:37:40.235
torn into two separate halves

666
00:37:40.375 --> 00:37:42.915
by a revolutionary 16 year time jump.

667
00:37:43.265 --> 00:37:46.875
Shakespeare offers a fresh look at classic questions

668
00:37:47.015 --> 00:37:49.635
of fidelity and loyalty through a lens

669
00:37:49.655 --> 00:37:51.075
of truth and perception.

670
00:37:51.335 --> 00:37:53.835
So you can see we are becoming more, more specific

671
00:37:53.895 --> 00:37:54.915
as we're heading through.

672
00:37:55.455 --> 00:37:57.435
And then next up we have our thesis,

673
00:37:57.445 --> 00:37:58.835
which is highlighted here in yellow.

674
00:37:59.615 --> 00:38:03.555
As such, Shakespeare manipulates the recurring symbolism

675
00:38:03.655 --> 00:38:06.675
of disguise to offer comment on truth

676
00:38:07.175 --> 00:38:09.955
as only ever temporarily hidden.

677
00:38:10.775 --> 00:38:13.595
So we are using lots

678
00:38:13.595 --> 00:38:15.675
of keywords from the question in the thesis.

679
00:38:16.495 --> 00:38:18.595
So manipulates manipulation,

680
00:38:19.465 --> 00:38:23.155
recurring symbolism is this idea of, uh,

681
00:38:23.505 --> 00:38:25.435
what specific aesthetic features are going

682
00:38:25.435 --> 00:38:28.715
to be analyzed in this, we've got disguise nice,

683
00:38:28.945 --> 00:38:33.515
very clear parallel to offer comment on truth, very nice

684
00:38:34.355 --> 00:38:36.925
parallel as only ever temporarily hidden.

685
00:38:37.065 --> 00:38:41.365
So strong, decisive take on the question.

686
00:38:42.055 --> 00:38:44.405
Using truth and disguise

687
00:38:45.245 --> 00:38:47.645
explicitly in the thesis is so important.

688
00:38:47.785 --> 00:38:49.845
It says to the marker really clearly,

689
00:38:50.425 --> 00:38:53.605
I'm answering this question, I'm doing what you're asking me

690
00:38:53.605 --> 00:38:54.725
to do, so important.

691
00:38:55.665 --> 00:38:57.325
And then we have our preview of the points.

692
00:38:57.905 --> 00:39:00.405
He does so by manipulating language of appearance

693
00:39:00.425 --> 00:39:02.565
and likeness in the place opening half

694
00:39:02.905 --> 00:39:04.925
and the language of disguise in the latter half.

695
00:39:05.265 --> 00:39:07.085
So you can see that this essay is going

696
00:39:07.085 --> 00:39:08.405
to have two paragraphs.

697
00:39:08.665 --> 00:39:10.645
The first one is gonna be talking about the language

698
00:39:10.645 --> 00:39:11.965
of appearance and likeness,

699
00:39:12.465 --> 00:39:14.245
and the second is gonna be talking about

700
00:39:14.245 --> 00:39:15.325
the language of disguise.

701
00:39:17.365 --> 00:39:22.255
Okay, so we have the first section of our paragraph one.

702
00:39:22.755 --> 00:39:24.775
It says in the opening acts of the play,

703
00:39:24.775 --> 00:39:27.295
Shakespeare manipulates language surrounding appearance

704
00:39:27.915 --> 00:39:31.615
to suggest that while one might be able to change, disguise,

705
00:39:32.145 --> 00:39:34.095
faces will reveal the truth.

706
00:39:34.645 --> 00:39:38.975
That is our opening topic sentence faces will reveal the

707
00:39:38.975 --> 00:39:43.055
truth linking to our thesis, uh, manipulating language,

708
00:39:43.055 --> 00:39:45.735
linking back to our preview that we saw in our introduction.

709
00:39:46.275 --> 00:39:49.975
Uh, and this here is the explicit thing that you're going

710
00:39:49.975 --> 00:39:51.135
to be talking about in

711
00:39:51.135 --> 00:39:53.055
that's gonna be discussed in the paragraph

712
00:39:54.415 --> 00:39:55.975
surrounding appearance to suggest

713
00:39:55.975 --> 00:39:58.375
that while one might be able to change disguise faces will

714
00:39:58.375 --> 00:40:03.145
reveal the truth to reassure himself of the legitimacy

715
00:40:03.145 --> 00:40:06.225
of his son King Leonides searches

716
00:40:06.365 --> 00:40:10.745
for his own likeness in the face of his young son, MIUs.

717
00:40:11.535 --> 00:40:14.105
Then that's the contextualization of the quote.

718
00:40:14.365 --> 00:40:17.305
You're contextualizing the quote in the context of the plot,

719
00:40:17.645 --> 00:40:19.305
not in terms of act or scene number.

720
00:40:20.205 --> 00:40:24.825
So the evidence itself, the what, what has smudge thy nose.

721
00:40:25.255 --> 00:40:29.825
They say it is a copy out of mine. So that's your evidence.

722
00:40:30.175 --> 00:40:34.745
What? So what your analysis Shakespeare's use of mamia

723
00:40:34.845 --> 00:40:37.465
and Leonie's shared nose is twofold.

724
00:40:38.135 --> 00:40:41.305
Firstly, it demonstrates the two are truly related

725
00:40:41.725 --> 00:40:43.305
as traditional audiences.

726
00:40:43.905 --> 00:40:45.585
Audience positioning would understand

727
00:40:45.705 --> 00:40:49.025
that physical likeness was the only indication two people

728
00:40:49.055 --> 00:40:51.225
were related at the time of the place writing.

729
00:40:52.005 --> 00:40:53.705
So you're indicating traditional audiences,

730
00:40:53.735 --> 00:40:55.025
they didn't have paternity tests

731
00:40:55.025 --> 00:40:56.225
back in the day, they didn't have Dr.

732
00:40:56.255 --> 00:40:57.545
Phil, they didn't have anyone

733
00:40:57.545 --> 00:40:59.105
that could tell them who the father was.

734
00:40:59.375 --> 00:41:02.425
Instead, all they could see was if two people looked quite

735
00:41:02.555 --> 00:41:04.505
alike, that was generally a pretty good

736
00:41:04.505 --> 00:41:05.825
indicator that they were related.

737
00:41:06.565 --> 00:41:08.625
Now we've got here a little marker over here.

738
00:41:09.295 --> 00:41:12.385
Signposting, as it says firstly, uh, is a simple

739
00:41:12.405 --> 00:41:14.985
but effective way of unpacking complex analysis without

740
00:41:14.985 --> 00:41:16.225
letting your reader get confused.

741
00:41:16.605 --> 00:41:19.665
It allows you to be succinct while also delving into depth.

742
00:41:21.145 --> 00:41:23.105
Secondly, Shakespeare suggests

743
00:41:23.105 --> 00:41:25.745
that it is not merely the shape of the nose that they share,

744
00:41:26.245 --> 00:41:28.105
but it's dirtiness also.

745
00:41:28.685 --> 00:41:32.345
So smudged here is like dirtied, uh,

746
00:41:32.345 --> 00:41:33.645
in Shakespearean language.

747
00:41:34.625 --> 00:41:38.085
Um, Leonis fails to keep his nose clean

748
00:41:38.145 --> 00:41:41.525
by delving restlessly into the intricacies of Polles

749
00:41:41.525 --> 00:41:42.805
and Herman's relationship.

750
00:41:43.265 --> 00:41:45.485
And he's so eager to find betrayal

751
00:41:45.595 --> 00:41:49.125
that his nose has become dirtied by his actions.

752
00:41:49.945 --> 00:41:52.885
So over here it says, it is important to keep in mind

753
00:41:52.915 --> 00:41:55.325
that when you write your piece, you are assuming

754
00:41:55.325 --> 00:41:57.885
that the reader has possible knowledge of the text.

755
00:41:57.885 --> 00:41:59.565
They're pretty familiar with the story,

756
00:42:00.765 --> 00:42:03.055
they know the characters, they know the basic plot,

757
00:42:03.355 --> 00:42:05.895
but it is your job to take them below the surface

758
00:42:06.035 --> 00:42:09.015
to really delve into the deep intricacies of

759
00:42:09.015 --> 00:42:10.455
what Shakespeare is manipulating

760
00:42:10.515 --> 00:42:12.855
or whatever the author of your text is manipulating.

761
00:42:13.715 --> 00:42:17.855
So while I don't have to introduce and explain who Paul Exes

762
00:42:17.855 --> 00:42:20.415
and Hermione are, because the reader of this essay,

763
00:42:20.415 --> 00:42:23.175
the marker of this essay would know even if you guys don't,

764
00:42:23.175 --> 00:42:26.615
and that's totally okay, um, I do have to demonstrate

765
00:42:27.235 --> 00:42:28.655
why Lee and i's distrust

766
00:42:28.655 --> 00:42:31.255
of their platonic relationship is indicative

767
00:42:31.275 --> 00:42:32.735
of a much darker problem.

768
00:42:33.435 --> 00:42:36.655
Assume that you are so much smarter than the person

769
00:42:36.655 --> 00:42:38.615
that I read that that is reading the text.

770
00:42:38.955 --> 00:42:42.335
You have to walk them through step by step each

771
00:42:42.395 --> 00:42:44.855
of the elements, um, that you are going into.

772
00:42:46.685 --> 00:42:50.295
Okay, so then we go into more explicitly

773
00:42:50.295 --> 00:42:51.455
into audience positioning.

774
00:42:52.155 --> 00:42:55.775
As such, audiences are positioned to see that the truth

775
00:42:56.035 --> 00:42:57.335
of filial relation

776
00:42:57.795 --> 00:43:01.095
and evil action can be found within a character's face.

777
00:43:01.835 --> 00:43:04.575
All the more when Pollin Xes is deciding

778
00:43:04.575 --> 00:43:07.295
to trust Camilla about the supposed threat

779
00:43:07.315 --> 00:43:08.535
in the bohemian king's life.

780
00:43:08.635 --> 00:43:12.135
Contextualizing our next piece of evidence, he declares,

781
00:43:12.735 --> 00:43:15.815
I do believe the, I saw this fear in face,

782
00:43:16.685 --> 00:43:20.215
despite Camilla's clear loyalty to the crown of Cecilia,

783
00:43:20.215 --> 00:43:22.375
which is Pollin X's enemy for your,

784
00:43:22.595 --> 00:43:24.735
for your understanding and clarity.

785
00:43:25.925 --> 00:43:28.495
Poll, Xes can determine the truth from the man's face

786
00:43:29.275 --> 00:43:30.535
in seeing that truth

787
00:43:30.955 --> 00:43:32.535
and acknowledging its presence,

788
00:43:32.875 --> 00:43:36.575
he thereby saves himself from the fury of King Leones.

789
00:43:37.365 --> 00:43:40.655
Even in the midst of that fury, Leones admits

790
00:43:40.655 --> 00:43:45.415
that Hermione has a free face, which he will come to learn,

791
00:43:45.615 --> 00:43:48.135
reflects the ultimate truth of her innocence.

792
00:43:48.815 --> 00:43:51.035
He thereby juxtaposes poly exes

793
00:43:51.495 --> 00:43:54.075
by denying the truth clearly displayed on the face.

794
00:43:54.465 --> 00:43:57.775
Shakespeare punishes him. Interesting.

795
00:43:58.685 --> 00:44:01.815
Alright, so that is the first paragraph.

796
00:44:02.035 --> 00:44:05.215
Now the slides here include the second paragraph as well,

797
00:44:05.875 --> 00:44:09.015
uh, and that you are welcome to have a read of

798
00:44:09.015 --> 00:44:10.175
that when you go back through.

799
00:44:10.355 --> 00:44:12.615
But in, uh, for the sake of time,

800
00:44:13.175 --> 00:44:15.015
I think we might push on a little bit further

801
00:44:15.115 --> 00:44:16.735
and if we have time we might return to it.

802
00:44:18.595 --> 00:44:22.455
But we have here, uh, the, the conclusion we'll just go

803
00:44:22.455 --> 00:44:23.575
through the conclusion quickly.

804
00:44:24.555 --> 00:44:28.375
So, truth as a theme of the Winter's tale is depicted

805
00:44:28.395 --> 00:44:31.725
as intrinsic to a character's identity despite any

806
00:44:31.725 --> 00:44:32.965
attempts to mask it.

807
00:44:33.465 --> 00:44:36.005
So that's returning to the ideas of your thesis

808
00:44:36.545 --> 00:44:38.325
and bringing them to their conclusion.

809
00:44:39.385 --> 00:44:40.925
In the first half of the play.

810
00:44:41.465 --> 00:44:43.085
The truth of a character's heritage

811
00:44:43.225 --> 00:44:46.205
or actions are revealed through the language of appearance

812
00:44:46.585 --> 00:44:49.685
and what can be immediately observed within their face.

813
00:44:50.465 --> 00:44:53.565
In the second half, Shakespeare elicits the imagery

814
00:44:53.585 --> 00:44:56.485
of theater costume to detail the ill-fitting nature

815
00:44:56.505 --> 00:45:00.325
of disguise when the truth will be Inev will inevitably be

816
00:45:00.565 --> 00:45:01.605
revealed to the audience.

817
00:45:02.465 --> 00:45:05.165
In turn, Shakespeare's audience must be mindful

818
00:45:05.235 --> 00:45:07.525
that characters do not possess the ability

819
00:45:07.905 --> 00:45:10.965
to entirely change their nature in order to fool those

820
00:45:10.965 --> 00:45:13.405
around them, lest they lose the truth

821
00:45:13.515 --> 00:45:15.165
intrinsic to who they are.

822
00:45:16.545 --> 00:45:20.725
So here we have the final concluding sentence

823
00:45:21.425 --> 00:45:24.245
and each of these sentences here, this first one from In

824
00:45:24.305 --> 00:45:26.085
to Face is walking

825
00:45:26.085 --> 00:45:28.845
through the first point the author has made.

826
00:45:29.345 --> 00:45:32.125
And this from in to audience is walking

827
00:45:32.125 --> 00:45:34.005
through the second point that they have made.

828
00:45:34.835 --> 00:45:37.365
Okay, so that is the conclusion.

829
00:45:37.795 --> 00:45:40.045
Finally, of course, yes, this concluding statement,

830
00:45:40.045 --> 00:45:41.965
which is taking a broader stance on the text.

831
00:45:42.425 --> 00:45:44.085
So that's the example essay.

832
00:45:44.465 --> 00:45:48.325
Now it's okay that not everything that was discussed in

833
00:45:48.325 --> 00:45:50.765
that, in those paragraphs made total sense.

834
00:45:50.765 --> 00:45:52.405
If you're not familiar with the Winter's Tale

835
00:45:52.465 --> 00:45:54.325
by Shakespeare, which you very well may not be.

836
00:45:54.705 --> 00:45:57.245
Um, but it's important to understand the structure,

837
00:45:57.505 --> 00:45:59.285
the detail, the way that the Audi,

838
00:45:59.385 --> 00:46:02.125
the author has approached analyzing different things.

839
00:46:02.585 --> 00:46:05.045
So you're welcome to go of course back through that

840
00:46:05.385 --> 00:46:06.525
and read through more.

841
00:46:07.675 --> 00:46:09.775
But for now we are going to, uh,

842
00:46:09.845 --> 00:46:13.215
wrap up the last little section of our session today

843
00:46:13.675 --> 00:46:18.015
by looking at some key points, uh,

844
00:46:19.205 --> 00:46:22.865
and tips for writing essays within exam conditions.

845
00:46:23.685 --> 00:46:26.875
So the first thing, which is really important to remember,

846
00:46:27.095 --> 00:46:29.075
30 minutes before you begin your exam,

847
00:46:29.255 --> 00:46:31.435
you've done pretty much everything you can to prepare

848
00:46:31.865 --> 00:46:34.275
what you can achieve in the last 30, 30 minutes

849
00:46:34.275 --> 00:46:35.795
before an exam is not going

850
00:46:35.815 --> 00:46:38.355
to really change the final mark that you get.

851
00:46:38.775 --> 00:46:40.755
So take that time to center yourself

852
00:46:40.895 --> 00:46:42.755
and prepare yourself mentally for

853
00:46:42.755 --> 00:46:44.035
what you're about to undertake.

854
00:46:44.465 --> 00:46:46.915
Breathe, check, you have all the correct tools

855
00:46:47.095 --> 00:46:48.355
and look forward to being done.

856
00:46:48.815 --> 00:46:53.155
Uh, the end of this exam is just on the horizon, so focus on

857
00:46:53.155 --> 00:46:54.875
that and get that positive energy.

858
00:46:55.865 --> 00:46:57.155
Make sure you're eating breakfast.

859
00:46:57.655 --> 00:47:01.075
Uh, it doesn't matter even if you're feeling the nerves,

860
00:47:01.145 --> 00:47:04.475
your brain needs something to fuel it, to have

861
00:47:04.475 --> 00:47:07.075
that good critical thinking to have those analysis skills.

862
00:47:07.335 --> 00:47:09.195
So eat something that morning.

863
00:47:09.975 --> 00:47:12.875
Uh, be sure to fill out all the details on

864
00:47:12.875 --> 00:47:13.955
the front of your exam.

865
00:47:14.295 --> 00:47:16.955
Uh, now when you're doing something like the external exam

866
00:47:17.015 --> 00:47:19.155
and the way the paper's formatted is a little bit

867
00:47:19.155 --> 00:47:21.435
unfamiliar, you can definitely get an exam.

868
00:47:21.465 --> 00:47:22.555
Modulator's help to check

869
00:47:22.555 --> 00:47:23.835
that you've done everything correctly,

870
00:47:24.135 --> 00:47:25.595
but you don't wanna lose marks

871
00:47:25.615 --> 00:47:27.875
or even worse, not get marked at all

872
00:47:27.985 --> 00:47:29.115
because you've forgotten

873
00:47:29.185 --> 00:47:30.925
to write your name in the right place

874
00:47:31.065 --> 00:47:34.285
or you haven't clearly marked which essay question you're

875
00:47:34.285 --> 00:47:35.805
going to be addressing in your piece.

876
00:47:36.225 --> 00:47:38.245
So take the time to check that all of

877
00:47:38.245 --> 00:47:39.965
that has been done correctly.

878
00:47:42.145 --> 00:47:44.485
All right, if you are writing an essay

879
00:47:44.485 --> 00:47:46.605
and exam conditions, you need

880
00:47:46.605 --> 00:47:48.005
to be using your planning time.

881
00:47:48.155 --> 00:47:51.725
It's so important, as I said earlier, writing an essay

882
00:47:51.725 --> 00:47:53.725
and exam conditions, there can be plenty of times

883
00:47:53.725 --> 00:47:55.125
where you're feeling the writer's block,

884
00:47:55.125 --> 00:47:56.485
you're not sure what to write next.

885
00:47:56.985 --> 00:47:58.885
You can alleviate this pressure

886
00:47:58.945 --> 00:48:02.125
or avoid it altogether by being really intentional about

887
00:48:02.125 --> 00:48:03.765
what you're completing in your planning time.

888
00:48:04.305 --> 00:48:07.605
So use your planning time to write out your key thesis

889
00:48:07.705 --> 00:48:10.605
and argument and your planning paper should include your

890
00:48:10.655 --> 00:48:12.245
final polished thesis.

891
00:48:12.825 --> 00:48:14.165
Get it completely done,

892
00:48:14.305 --> 00:48:16.245
get it perfect in your planning time.

893
00:48:16.915 --> 00:48:20.045
Then decide what your key points are, your topic sentences

894
00:48:20.045 --> 00:48:21.485
for each of your paragraphs, what are you going

895
00:48:21.485 --> 00:48:22.885
to be discussing in each of those.

896
00:48:24.105 --> 00:48:28.165
And then write down all the s evidence you are going

897
00:48:28.165 --> 00:48:31.085
to be using, uh, within your, your essay.

898
00:48:31.385 --> 00:48:32.485
Now this is really important.

899
00:48:32.585 --> 00:48:34.405
If your evidence has had to be memorized,

900
00:48:34.465 --> 00:48:36.245
you might be holding all of this in your head,

901
00:48:36.705 --> 00:48:38.085
get it all out on the page,

902
00:48:38.115 --> 00:48:39.805
then you can be freeing up brain space,

903
00:48:39.805 --> 00:48:42.765
which you can be using to analyze it, to analyze things

904
00:48:42.785 --> 00:48:44.965
and be pulling, uh, structure together

905
00:48:44.985 --> 00:48:46.165
and all of these sorts of things.

906
00:48:46.545 --> 00:48:49.125
So get all of those ideas down on the page.

907
00:48:49.825 --> 00:48:53.525
If you have time, write down dot points of analysis,

908
00:48:53.905 --> 00:48:55.885
how you're actually gonna analyze that evidence

909
00:48:56.345 --> 00:48:59.445
or, um, audience positioning, how you might be connecting

910
00:48:59.445 --> 00:49:01.045
to different audiences, traditional

911
00:49:01.065 --> 00:49:02.525
and contemporary audiences.

912
00:49:02.865 --> 00:49:04.445
Uh, even think about what your broad

913
00:49:04.445 --> 00:49:05.685
statement at the end will be.

914
00:49:06.345 --> 00:49:07.925
Use all of your planning time

915
00:49:07.985 --> 00:49:09.885
and if you feel like you need to use a little bit

916
00:49:09.885 --> 00:49:12.085
of your actual, uh, exam time

917
00:49:12.225 --> 00:49:14.925
to finish up a really solid plan, do

918
00:49:14.925 --> 00:49:17.885
so It will be worth it when it comes to writing exams in,

919
00:49:18.385 --> 00:49:21.525
uh, writing exams, writing essays in exam conditions

920
00:49:23.105 --> 00:49:25.205
during the exam itself.

921
00:49:25.635 --> 00:49:28.725
Even if you've read the question, uh, during

922
00:49:29.425 --> 00:49:31.005
the planning time, uh,

923
00:49:31.025 --> 00:49:32.925
and feel like you've answered it well,

924
00:49:33.235 --> 00:49:35.245
read it again, read it carefully.

925
00:49:35.625 --> 00:49:38.165
You need to be sure you know what the question

926
00:49:38.345 --> 00:49:40.685
or the prompt is asking you

927
00:49:40.985 --> 00:49:42.045
before you put a bunch

928
00:49:42.045 --> 00:49:44.445
of time into writing a whole essay based on it.

929
00:49:44.825 --> 00:49:47.725
So understand exactly what the prompt is asking of you,

930
00:49:48.115 --> 00:49:51.285
exactly how you need to approach the text, what theme,

931
00:49:51.435 --> 00:49:52.725
character, relationship,

932
00:49:52.725 --> 00:49:54.205
aesthetic feature you're going to be tackling.

933
00:49:54.705 --> 00:49:58.245
So spend some time going through, you can even highlight,

934
00:49:58.485 --> 00:50:02.325
annotate, pull it apart a little bit to get an idea of what

935
00:50:02.325 --> 00:50:03.325
that's going to look like.

936
00:50:04.995 --> 00:50:08.935
All right? If you don't know how to answer the next part

937
00:50:08.955 --> 00:50:11.695
of your essay, you don't know what to write next.

938
00:50:11.915 --> 00:50:14.095
If you're feeling pretty panicked, that's okay.

939
00:50:14.675 --> 00:50:18.335
You can leave a space, move on, write another section,

940
00:50:18.715 --> 00:50:21.455
and then come back to it later when you have fresher eyes.

941
00:50:21.995 --> 00:50:24.855
So this goes for essays, uh, especially,

942
00:50:25.435 --> 00:50:27.285
but if you are leaving a gap

943
00:50:27.585 --> 00:50:29.645
and it's not quite big enough to what you end up writing,

944
00:50:29.665 --> 00:50:31.805
you have to write some extra bits elsewhere.

945
00:50:32.625 --> 00:50:36.005
Be really intentional and clear about you marking that

946
00:50:36.185 --> 00:50:38.805
and telling the marker of your essay

947
00:50:39.095 --> 00:50:40.605
where the rest of your writing is.

948
00:50:41.645 --> 00:50:43.505
So I would generally do like a little asterisk

949
00:50:43.505 --> 00:50:46.065
or a little star and saying complete,

950
00:50:46.455 --> 00:50:51.335
completed paragraph on page, whatever to tell them exactly

951
00:50:51.335 --> 00:50:53.855
where it is so they can find it and they don't have to try

952
00:50:53.855 --> 00:50:56.215
and be searching around for the

953
00:50:56.215 --> 00:50:57.815
information they're looking for.

954
00:50:59.555 --> 00:51:01.895
Now, I said this earlier without proofreading,

955
00:51:02.395 --> 00:51:06.175
but if you have time at the end of the exam, you need

956
00:51:06.175 --> 00:51:08.815
to go back and check your work, edit it.

957
00:51:09.155 --> 00:51:11.535
Uh, be as intentional as having your pen

958
00:51:11.875 --> 00:51:14.095
and be running the pen along the lines

959
00:51:14.595 --> 00:51:15.615
as you were reading them.

960
00:51:16.115 --> 00:51:19.135
You want to be checking all the tiny little details.

961
00:51:19.715 --> 00:51:21.655
Uh, this is grammar, this is spelling

962
00:51:22.255 --> 00:51:24.055
sentence structure vocabulary.

963
00:51:24.555 --> 00:51:26.295
Um, have you included all

964
00:51:26.295 --> 00:51:27.895
of the elements that you need to include?

965
00:51:27.965 --> 00:51:31.455
Have you, um, referred to the author by this,

966
00:51:31.675 --> 00:51:35.655
by their last name with the, the title of the text?

967
00:51:35.655 --> 00:51:38.375
Have you underlined it, underlined it to indicate

968
00:51:38.375 --> 00:51:40.175
that it's supposed to be italicized?

969
00:51:41.395 --> 00:51:42.695
All of these sorts of things, all

970
00:51:42.695 --> 00:51:44.735
of these tiny little details you want

971
00:51:44.735 --> 00:51:46.535
to give yourself every opportunity

972
00:51:46.715 --> 00:51:49.775
to not be marked down on nitty gritty details.

973
00:51:50.315 --> 00:51:52.935
You want your mark to reflect the quality

974
00:51:53.235 --> 00:51:55.615
of your essay writing, not the quality

975
00:51:55.675 --> 00:51:57.135
of your spelling or grammar.

976
00:51:58.075 --> 00:52:00.175
Um, so that is very important.

977
00:52:02.765 --> 00:52:06.545
And then finally, if you are feeling stuck,

978
00:52:07.305 --> 00:52:10.985
panicked, overwhelmed, stressed out, you feel like you,

979
00:52:11.245 --> 00:52:13.385
you don't know what you're doing, uh,

980
00:52:13.385 --> 00:52:14.665
it's all getting a bit too much.

981
00:52:15.135 --> 00:52:17.265
Take a moment to pause and breathe.

982
00:52:17.445 --> 00:52:19.705
Put the pen down, close your eyes

983
00:52:20.085 --> 00:52:23.265
and take a big deep breath in through your nose

984
00:52:23.645 --> 00:52:24.705
and out through your mouth.

985
00:52:25.995 --> 00:52:30.645
Time taken to center yourself is not time wasted.

986
00:52:30.995 --> 00:52:33.885
That is so important to remember.

987
00:52:34.905 --> 00:52:39.325
Uh, so make sure that you are ready

988
00:52:39.665 --> 00:52:41.085
before you continue working.

989
00:52:41.385 --> 00:52:43.645
If you try and push through the panic, push

990
00:52:43.645 --> 00:52:46.125
through the stress, it's just gonna get worse and worse

991
00:52:46.185 --> 00:52:47.565
and it's just gonna build and build.

992
00:52:47.985 --> 00:52:50.125
So take a minute yourself,

993
00:52:50.645 --> 00:52:52.765
refocus yourself and then continue.

994
00:52:54.035 --> 00:52:57.765
Alright, a little bit of an overview

995
00:52:58.065 --> 00:53:00.205
before we wrap up our session today.

996
00:53:00.915 --> 00:53:04.855
Number one, plan your essays please. I beg of you.

997
00:53:04.915 --> 00:53:07.375
Always, always, always plan your essays.

998
00:53:07.795 --> 00:53:09.975
Uh, a lot of students think they can get away with just

999
00:53:10.085 --> 00:53:11.495
with just writing one, uh,

1000
00:53:11.555 --> 00:53:14.775
but it often results in clunky writing that doesn't flow.

1001
00:53:14.875 --> 00:53:16.895
The cohesion is off, the synthesis is off.

1002
00:53:17.155 --> 00:53:19.415
So take the time to plan, uh,

1003
00:53:19.605 --> 00:53:21.895
take all the time you need within exam conditions

1004
00:53:22.115 --> 00:53:25.445
to write out a full plan, including thesis, topic,

1005
00:53:25.805 --> 00:53:28.045
sentences, segues and evidence

1006
00:53:28.345 --> 00:53:30.325
before you even start writing a word.

1007
00:53:31.385 --> 00:53:35.045
Having a plan beside you will help you fend off writer's

1008
00:53:35.045 --> 00:53:38.085
block, help you fend off panic, ensures you're not trying

1009
00:53:38.085 --> 00:53:40.445
to hold all of your memorized information in your mind.

1010
00:53:40.595 --> 00:53:42.605
When that brain space can be dedicated

1011
00:53:42.785 --> 00:53:45.005
to pulling together a really beautiful essay,

1012
00:53:46.435 --> 00:53:47.735
always refer back to

1013
00:53:47.735 --> 00:53:49.815
how the text audience is being positioned.

1014
00:53:50.275 --> 00:53:52.535
So it's not only important to note

1015
00:53:53.035 --> 00:53:54.535
how the text is sharing a message,

1016
00:53:54.835 --> 00:53:56.855
but how that message is being interpreted.

1017
00:53:56.995 --> 00:53:58.735
And take special note of the history

1018
00:53:58.795 --> 00:53:59.935
and cultural identity

1019
00:54:00.115 --> 00:54:01.575
of the audience you were talking about,

1020
00:54:02.005 --> 00:54:05.495
that cultural identity is going to be very different, uh,

1021
00:54:06.105 --> 00:54:08.935
first from the 16 hundreds to 2024.

1022
00:54:09.455 --> 00:54:11.775
Um, so make sure that you are indicating

1023
00:54:11.775 --> 00:54:13.375
that difference in your analysis there.

1024
00:54:14.505 --> 00:54:16.335
Don't be afraid to write simple sentences.

1025
00:54:16.835 --> 00:54:19.775
My goal and rule for analytical writing will always be

1026
00:54:20.005 --> 00:54:21.775
clarity over complexity.

1027
00:54:22.275 --> 00:54:24.375
You can use the fanciest language in the world,

1028
00:54:24.515 --> 00:54:27.455
but if your marker cannot understand what your argument is,

1029
00:54:27.755 --> 00:54:29.575
if they can't determine what your thesis is,

1030
00:54:29.575 --> 00:54:31.415
if they feel like you're not being coherent,

1031
00:54:31.605 --> 00:54:33.135
then you're not gonna be marked highly.

1032
00:54:33.755 --> 00:54:36.255
Having a clear thesis referred back

1033
00:54:36.255 --> 00:54:39.015
to throughout your piece should always be your priority.

1034
00:54:40.035 --> 00:54:41.455
If you don't know what to write next,

1035
00:54:41.665 --> 00:54:43.215
leave a gap, come back to it.

1036
00:54:44.075 --> 00:54:46.615
And when you finish writing, edit your work.

1037
00:54:47.145 --> 00:54:50.095
There is nothing more frustrating than having an amazing

1038
00:54:50.305 --> 00:54:51.775
essay with excellent ideas

1039
00:54:51.775 --> 00:54:53.695
that you have worked really hard on

1040
00:54:53.755 --> 00:54:56.895
that's been pulled together over a long period of time

1041
00:54:57.355 --> 00:55:00.695
and only lose like two or three marks

1042
00:55:00.965 --> 00:55:03.655
because your commas are out of whack.

1043
00:55:03.995 --> 00:55:07.295
You have forgot a title, you've like,

1044
00:55:07.295 --> 00:55:10.215
you've left a big space and it's been filled,

1045
00:55:10.235 --> 00:55:12.135
but you didn't tell the the marker where the rest

1046
00:55:12.135 --> 00:55:13.135
of the paragraph was.

1047
00:55:13.595 --> 00:55:17.255
Um, and you've dropped from a 25 to a 22. So annoying.

1048
00:55:18.375 --> 00:55:19.595
So don't do that.

1049
00:55:20.025 --> 00:55:22.755
Make sure that you go through and edit your work

1050
00:55:23.215 --> 00:55:26.475
and then once you've done that, you can rid yourself of it

1051
00:55:26.965 --> 00:55:28.715
until you, it's time to get your feedback

1052
00:55:29.095 --> 00:55:30.155
and then work through your

1053
00:55:30.315 --> 00:55:31.395
feedback and then you're done with it forever.

1054
00:55:32.415 --> 00:55:34.755
So, uh, definitely do. So.

1055
00:55:35.585 --> 00:55:39.475
Okay, this brings us to the end of our session today.

1056
00:55:39.595 --> 00:55:41.675
I wanna thank you so much for joining me.

1057
00:55:42.015 --> 00:55:43.915
Uh, I hope you've gotten some tools

1058
00:55:44.055 --> 00:55:46.355
and tricks that you can use when you are writing

1059
00:55:46.455 --> 00:55:47.555
in your next essay.

1060
00:55:47.975 --> 00:55:50.955
Um, we would love to see more of you@atarnotes.com.

1061
00:55:50.955 --> 00:55:52.835
Please come and say hi.

1062
00:55:53.285 --> 00:55:56.155
Check us out, enjoy some of the free resources we have

1063
00:55:56.155 --> 00:55:59.035
for you or perhaps register for ATAR notes plus

1064
00:55:59.135 --> 00:56:01.475
to get the very most out of your studies, uh,

1065
00:56:01.475 --> 00:56:03.155
for the next year and beyond.

1066
00:56:03.735 --> 00:56:06.515
Uh, of course, if you are looking to connect with us more,

1067
00:56:06.545 --> 00:56:08.515
then you can find us on Instagram, Facebook,

1068
00:56:08.615 --> 00:56:10.035
and YouTube as well.

1069
00:56:11.215 --> 00:56:13.475
But I wanted to say if we don't see you in any

1070
00:56:13.475 --> 00:56:17.235
of those spaces, I wanted to wish you the very best of luck

1071
00:56:17.265 --> 00:56:20.595
with all of your essay writing over the next little while,

1072
00:56:20.595 --> 00:56:21.795
perhaps this next year.

1073
00:56:22.295 --> 00:56:24.485
Um, I hope you, uh, enjoy it.

1074
00:56:24.645 --> 00:56:28.525
I hope you have fun, uh, engage with it, think deeply,

1075
00:56:29.185 --> 00:56:33.285
be curious about the text, um, want to know more about

1076
00:56:33.285 --> 00:56:34.805
what the author has to say,

1077
00:56:35.145 --> 00:56:38.645
and you'll be writing really excellent essays in no time.

1078
00:56:39.215 --> 00:56:41.445
Write, write, write some more

1079
00:56:41.785 --> 00:56:44.245
and those practices will get you in a space

1080
00:56:44.275 --> 00:56:45.725
that you're really, really happy with.

1081
00:56:46.185 --> 00:56:47.365
So I wish you the best of luck

1082
00:56:47.365 --> 00:56:48.565
with everything on the horizon.

1083
00:56:48.865 --> 00:56:50.805
I'm confident you will more than smash it.

1084
00:56:51.225 --> 00:56:52.725
Uh, and I wanted to thank you again

1085
00:56:52.725 --> 00:56:54.285
for joining me for this session today.

1086
00:56:54.805 --> 00:56:56.845
I believe the moderator down in the live q

1087
00:56:56.845 --> 00:56:58.525
and a chat will be here for a little bit longer.

1088
00:56:59.025 --> 00:57:01.845
So be sure to be asking any of your questions

1089
00:57:01.905 --> 00:57:03.045
or concerns down there.

1090
00:57:03.075 --> 00:57:04.605
They would be more than happy to help you.

1091
00:57:05.105 --> 00:57:08.645
Um, but if that is it for today, on behalf of ATAR Notes,

1092
00:57:08.725 --> 00:57:11.245
I wanted to thank you so much and we hope to see you soon.

1093
00:57:16.355 --> 00:57:16.645
Okay.
